Abstract: A large number of different tourrnalines are investigated by Raman spectroseopy in the speetral range 150-1550 ern-I. Aeeording to their ehemical eomposition, the studied tourrnalines ean be classified into three main groups: buergerite-sehorl, GI; elbaite-type, G2; and dravite-buergerite-uvite, G3. It is shown that the same classification of tourrnalines ean be established on the basis of their Rarnan spectra. Bands for Glare eentred at about 230 and 670 ern-I, the speetra being eharaeterized by a single peak at 238 ± 2 ern-I and three resolved peaks at 635±3, 674±3 and 697 ±3 ern-I; G2 has a sharp peak at 224±2 and two weH separated peaks, one at 638±3 ern-I and the other higher than 707 ern-I; G3 is eharaeterized by two peaks at 215±3 and 237±3 ern-I, with a srnoothed speetral band eentred at about 670 ern-I.

